BACKGROUND

* This presentation is meant for educational purposes and to create awareness about
the sacred Swastika symbol and to ensure that this sacred symbol 1s not conflated
with Hitler’s symbol of hatred.

* As Hindus and people of Dharmic traditions, we stand in solidarity with the Jewish
and other communities (including ours) who have been targeted by neo-Nazis,
supremacist groups and others whose aim to spread hate and intolerance.

* The Swastika an ancient, sacred and deeply auspicious symbol for over two billion
people across the world and has nothing to do with Nazi symbol of hate. While the
two may have overlapping features, they are used in diametrically opposite ways.



HAKENKREUZ IS NOT SWASTIKA




Swastika - a Sanskrit word meaning “that which brings good luck and well-being” and important to

Dharmic traditions
DEFINITIONS

m The word Swasti occurs in the Vedas as well as classical Hindu literature. It
has various meanings — health, luck, success, prosperity, etc.

s The symbol is revered by Hindus, Buddhist, Jains and Sikhs

Hakenkreuz - a German word, which translates to “Hooked-Cross”. It was symbol designed and used by
Hitler and the Nazis

m To the Jewish people, this Nazi symbol represents the most genocidal evil;
one which was responsible for the extermination of over six million Jews,
one and half million Roma and others

m Hakenkreuz brings fear, trauma and pain in the hearts and minds of these
communities even today

s The Hooked Cross has had deep significance for Christianity through
history

The Swastika has been continuously used since at least 10,000 years. Together with its
equivalent symbols, it’s held as an extremely sacred symbol for over 2 billion people globally



SWASTIKA A GLOBAL SYMBOL OF PEACE
THROUGHOUT HISTORY
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AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST

Uzbekistan




ISRAEL AND SURROUNDING AREAS

Tower of David

Synaéﬁé at i“Gdi Capernaum Synagogue Kufer-Jayez Byzantine Church, Jordan



AMERICAS

Tampico, Mexico
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AMERICAS

Mohawk pincushion on
display in the National
Museum of American

Indian History




DID HITLER EVER USE “SWASTIKA”?

A look at the original text from Mein Kampf reveals that Hitler always used “Hakenkreuz” (Hooked Cross)
not “Swastika” when referring to his symbol of hate.

“l. Dennoch muBte ich die zahllosen Entwurfe, die damals aus den Kreisen der jungen Bewegung einliefen, und die
meistens das Hakenkreuzin die alte Fahne hineingezeichnet hatten, ausnahmslos ablehnen.

2. atsachlich hat ein Zahnarzt aus Starnberg auch einen gar nicht schlechten Entwurf geliefert, der ubrigens dem meinen
ziemlich nahekam, nur den einen Fehler hatte, daBB das Hakenkreuzmit gebogenen Haken in eine weil3e Scheibe
hineinkomponiert war.

3. Ich selbst hatte unterdes nach unzahligen Versuchen eine endgiiltige Form niedergelegt; eine Fahne aus rotem
Grundtuch mit einer weillen Scheibe und in deren Mitte ein schwarzes Hakenkreuz. Nach langen Versuchen fand ich
auch ein bestimmtes Verhaltnis zwischen der GroBe der Fahne und der GrofB3e der weiB3en Scheibe sowie der Form und
Starke des Hakenkreuzes’’

The first English translation by ETS Dugdale correctly used “hooked cross’ as the
translation for ‘““Hakenkreuz.” However, subsequent translations such as the one by
Irish Catholic Priest and Journalist James Vincent Murphy incorrectly used
“Swastika.”




“KREUZ” (CROSS) IN GERMAN LANGUAGE

The German language has various words associated | «Ricerkreuz”, shown below, was

with the cross and does not contain the word | created by Hitler as the highest

i . m . _ award in the military and
Swastika.” Some examples include: ey Geass e Ned

Germany during World War |l.

Christenkreuz (Christian Cross)

Hakenkreuz (Hooked Cross) .
Ritterkreuz (Knight’s Cross) Where is
Balkenkreuz (Beam Cross) “Swastika’?
Winkelkreuz (Angled Cross)

Krummbkreuz (Crooked Cross)




NAZI PROPAGANDA AND LITERATURE USES
“HAKENKREUZ”

Gerhard Hahn, a prominent leader of the Lutheran Church of Hanover,
Germany, while speaking of the solidarity between the Hakenkreuz and the
Christian cross, proudly declared:

“The cross of Christ and the [Hakenkreuz] do not need to oppose each
other, and must not do so, but rather they can and should stand together.
One should not dominate the other, but rather each should maintain its

own meaning and significance...Both together, however, the cross of Christ Cheiftushiceu; und Rahenhreu;
and the [Hakenkreuz],admonish us: Remember that you are German -

Christian people and should become ever more whole German Christian i
people, and remain so!” 3

His book “Christuskreuz und Hakenkreuz’ attempted to reconcile
Nazism with Christianity.



GERMAN BOOKS REFERTO HAKENKREUZ

Reisefihrer durch Hennover
und Umgebung 1933 -1945

Das Sachsenross
unterm Hakenkreuz

Janet von Stillfried j
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Hakenkreuz
und Kaviar

L
Das mondine Leben
im Nationalsozialismus

Where is “Swastika’’?



HOOKED CROSS TO SWASTIKA — THE
WRONGFUL ATTRIBUTION



HEINRICH SCHLIEMANN'’S DISCOVERY - MAX
MUELLER’S WARNS AGAINST USING “SWASTIKA”

“l do not like the use of the word Svastika outside India. It is a
word of Indian origin, and has its history and definite meaning in
India. | know the temptation is great to transfer names, with which
we are familiar, to similar objects which come before us in the
course of our researches. But it is a temptation which the true
student ought to resist, except, it may be, for the sake of
illustration. The mischief arising from the promiscuous use of
technical terms is very great.” ...the occurrence of such crosses in
different parts of the world may or may not point to a common
origin. But, if they are once called [Swastika], the vulgus profanum
[common masses] will at one jump to the conclusion that they all
come from India, and it will take some time to weed out such a
prejudice.”

Philologist Max Mueller, 1880, writing in a letter warning German
archaeologist Heinrich Schliemann not to associate the Swastika
with the latter’s findings of an ancient symbol at Troy.

Max Mueller

Despite a clear warning of the
dangers of misuse, Schliemann and
others decided to use ‘“Swastika”

for ancient symbols unearthed in
Troy and connected them to
German origins.




LET’S COMPARE A POPULAR QUOTE

- OLOCAUS
Hhh?&f;;ﬁ;, S

In Mein Kampf, Adolf Hitler wrote;

Nazi propaganda postcard
yw featuring Adolf Hitler, a
o swastika flag, and a

“I myself, meanwhile, after
innumerable attempts, had laid

member of the SA down a final form; a flag with a
Mazi propaganda postcard showing a crowd of saluting I‘Ed -k}].{;‘L{:];{l;_]'I'Cl].]_I'[lj_J a Whlte diSk,
— Germans superimposed on an enlarged image of Adolf Hitler i )
= with a member of the 5A (Storm Trooper) who holds a and d bla{:k SWH-Stlka 1n thE
wastika flag. Munich, Germany, ca. 1932. mlddle After ‘lﬂng t]‘ials I 313'3
LIS Holocars! Mamorial MUSeUr, courtasy of JAmes Sandars . i i
swinstila found a definite proportion

culture

between the size of the flag and

TR the size of the white disk, as well as the shape and thickness of the

MNazi Party

3 i
propaganca swastika.

Notice use of “Swastika” twice in
the English translation, while the
German text uses the word
“Hakenkreuz”

“Ich selbst hatte unterdes nach unzahligen Versuchen eine endgtiltige Form niedergelegt; eine Fahne aus rotem
Grundtuch mit einer weil3en Scheibe und in deren Mitte ein schwarzes Hakenkreuz. Nach langen Versuchen fand ich
auch ein bestimmtes Verhaltnis zwischen der GroBBe der Fahne und der Grof3e der weil3en Scheibe sowie der Form

und Starke des Hakenkreuzes’’



NEW YORKTIMES NARRATIVE CHANGE

She A\eWw York Cimes

SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 1933

STEAMSHIPS AND TOURS

THE SWASTIKA HOOKED CROSS
AN OLD SYMBOL

From India the Swastika

March 19, 1933, the first
time, a major newspaper
decides to suddenly call IN

€€ 1 2 .
Hooked Cross’”’ an old tand Made Its Way to Germany
[ ]

8 NDER =a decree signed by
foreign symbol called President von Hindenburg all
within German public buildings {ly,
uswasti ka ”» am Iif in »n the side by side, the black-white-and~
’ p y g 3 con- red flag of Imperial Germany and
A o o ° parate the Nazi banner with the swastika
malor m|S|nfo rm at|on or hooked cross. By another decree
says, the black-gold-and-red republican
° i com- colors were banished from the Ger«
about the SwaStlka VS rvices, man war flag, It is believed that
lopula- these orders foreshadow a new flag
H 'tl 9 H k k romot- for the Reich—a flag that will prob-
I er s a en reuz stand- ably incorporate the swastika in
irkday the old black-white-and-red stripes.
1g con- Hitler first foisted the swastika
it from on Germany ten years ago, Inter-
Istence preting it as a sign of youth, of

3 asa a

be so



IMPACT OF MISINFORMATION AND
DISINFORMATION



=y Che Salt Lake Tribune

St. Joseph Onzette
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Indians Denounce Nazis,
Forego Use of Swastika

TUCSON, Ariz., Feb, 25 -4 --In a solemn noonday ceremony,
representatives of four Arizona Indian tribes, the hn\u}n- Papagos,
Apaches and Flopis, reseptful at Naxi “acts of oppression,” for:swore
today use of the swastika design In native basket um\mg apd
bianket making. |

The proclamation, roughly hand murod on an lmprmng plece
of parchment, carried the signa- -
tures of four tribal chiefs, Ramon | P
Pancero, Papigo; Charles de Cour-

cy, Navajo; Joe Joesicki, Hopl, and

ST YIGTORY INFALL

has been a symbol of friendship

among our forefathers for many
centuries has been desecrated re- | Mrs. John Wyeth, Back From

cently by another mation of|  Waghington Meeting,

“Therefore, it 1 resolved that |- Is Optimistic X3
henceforth from this date and >
forevermore, our tribes renounce .

parked with onttm.-dasm after
the use of the emblem cOMMORLY|y. \uino with party members from |

known as swastika, or fylfot, on | ___  Siote Mre John Wyeth Re- |

A group of protesters demand
4 that a Native American swasti

removed from an SLC market
were they right?

| received a disturbing messac
yesterday during the Urban Fi
message said that one of our
Nazi memorabilia at the fleam

mavanlt anii mamenmandloan shas




)NEHE Local Sport Lifastyle Entartainn

SPORT A huge weekend of Supercars action is kicking o

Hindu symbol defaced by
delivery man after being
mistaken for Nazi swastika
An Adelaide man has asked for greater awareness

after a delivery man was caught kicking an intricate
piece of Hindu art.

George Washington University: Jewish Student Suspended
for Displaying Souvenir Indian Swastika

Category: Free Speech
Schools: George Washington University

On March 18, 2015, George Washington University (GWU) suspended a student, temporarily evicted him
from university housing, and banned him from campus in response to his posting of a small souvenir
swastika purchased in India on his residence hall’s bulletin board. The student, who is Jewish, had wanted
to teach other residents about the cultural heritage of the swastika as a symbol of good luck, and stayed by
the bulletin board in International House, which had recently been vandalized with drawn swastikas, to



A AsAmNews

INDIAN AMERICAN

Indian American Student
Accused Of Anti-Semitism After
Encouraging Inclusion Of Hindu
Swastika In School Curricula

StopAntisemitism.org @StopAntisemites - Jul 23

D@BrandeisU Student Union President, Simran Tatuskar, wants to re-invent
the swastika's reputation in the school's curriculum and present it a5 a
peaceful symbol

And nope, she's NOT Jewish.

But she IS trying to normalize the largest symbol of hate in America.

Brandies University Student Union
President Simran Tatuskar




northjersey.com

COMMUNITY

Symbol of luck mistaken for Nazi
emblem in Clifton

Teny Gicas Clillun Jowral

Pubdiahed 13-00 am ET Sepl 16 2016

e o v = -

CLITTON - A cullure] misunderslanding led some Middle Village residenls Lo
kelieve & neighbor had posted Mazi emblems on his door when, in fact, the symbaol

has signified hrotherhood and good will in ather eultures for centuries.

For the last two years, the Iront entrence o the Patel house on Luddington Avenue
has heen adorned with red swastikas.

While walking by Lhe Luddinglon Avenue home lasl week, oone Cily nalive was

"shocked” when he spotted the symhbala a few blocks from his home.

"This is hate speceh.” the neighbor said. "1 was horrified and saddened Lo think
somchody in the neighborhood would be so brazen to display such images of hate.

And T was even more concerned to know somehody actually harbored that hate."

Further troubling the resident was his realization that the home is located about
100 feet from the Clifton Jewish Center, a religious landmark which has called
Delaware Street home for nearly 70 vears and has a history of vandalism,

news12

MEW JERSEY

Owner: Gas station swastika about
Hinduism, not hate
Mow 13, 2015, 1:04am « Updated on Nov 13, 2015

Gy: News 12 Staff

Emplovess ar a gas station in Manalapan are sxplaining wey swastikas wene painted o
the floor inzide the shop,

A custommer callec News 12 Naw Jarsey bocauss they were upset aver seeing the
symibxals painted on the Poor of the Guf Station on Soute 9 When News 12 went over 0
invostigate, cmployeos ot the station soid that tro oweor oointed thaem and addos rice
an Top as svrools of prosperity and goodwill tor Diveali, the mdian eslebration of the
ey Year

RACE®

Bay Area Gamp Suddenly Gloses
After Staffers Quit Over
Swastika Scandal

| ‘HEART-WRENCHING' |

Brooke Leigh Howard
Reporter

Updated Jun. 09, 2022 4:07PM ET
Published Jun. 08, 2022 3 21PM ET

NUTAN

A California camp known for being socially and
environmentally conscious was abruptly canceled
for the entire summer afler several staff members

quit due to alleged structural racism.



THE NATURAL OUTCOME OF “ESTABLISHED” WISDOM

) Mehdi Hasan @ @mehdirhasan - 13h

Putin. Orban. Le Pen. We talk a lot in the West about the rise of far-

right authoritarians & yet we never mention India's Narendra Modi
and his BJP.

Dr. Audrey Truschke @ @AudreyTr... - 7Th <

One other development is that Nazism also

On the @MehdiHasanShow, | did a deep-dive into India under Modi inspir at times,
& new warnings of an anti-Muslim genocide: the swastika is used in India in a somewhat
ambiguous sense.

International Business Times .
Hindu Nationalist’s Historical Links to

Naxiom and Fescn But, most of the time, the Indian swastika =
positive symbol.

“To keep up the purity of the race and
its culture, Germany shocked the world
. by her purging the country of the
Semitic Races -- the Jews. Race pride at
its highest has been manifested here |...]
a good lesson for us in Hindustan
[India] to learn and profit by," Madhav
Sadashiv Golwalkar wrote.
=MSNBC




WHAT WILL FURTHER EMBELLISHMENTS LOOK LIKE?

Recent banners in Atlanta

The symbol itself has now been removed,
leaving only the mis-appropriated word,
sacred to Dharmic communities

)‘ AUIHOT
Mack Major
When Hitler and the Nazis needed a spiritual paradigm in order to bewitch the

minds of the German people to go along with their plan of exterminating the Jews,
they didn’t go to Vatican Cihiofad-aane

ThepdtOnt dig into the Bible at all. Instead, they looked towards India and

Hindu faith,

It was from the Vedic texts that Hitler and company came up with the concept of
being part of some master race with a grand purpose of ruling the world. His Thule
gLy occult group was filled with references and excerpts from Hinduism.

Even their symbol & = astaken o Llindeaney S 100% factual and
beyond dispute.



SWASTIKA LEGISLATIONS IN THE WEST



A California hate crimes bill separates Nazi symbols from Hindu swastikas (sep-18-2022)

Reference :

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/bilINavClient.xhtml?bill id=202120220AB2282

“This bill would state the intent of the Legislature is to criminalize, for the purpose of terrorizing a person, the
display or placement of the Nazi swastika and not swastikas associated with Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism.”

Courtesy of JTA. Photo cred/t Creat/ve Touch Imaglng Ltd./NurPhoto via Getty Images

Diyas (lamps) in a swastika pattern by a shrine to the Goddess Lakshmi during the festival of Diwali at a Hindu temple in Toronto, Nov. 7, 2018


https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2282

Ban is on Nazi Symbol Hakenkreuz, not Swastika:

The Government will deliver a community education campaign to:

raise awareness of the origins of the religious and cultural swastika (pec-29-2022)
Reference : https://www.vic.gov.au/fact-sheet-nazi-symbol-prohibition#4-is-the-public-display-of-the-religious-

and-cultural-swastika-banned
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VICTOKIA

4. Is the public display of the religious and
cultural swastika banned?

The offence does not ban the public display of
the swastika for genuine religious or cultural
purposes.

The Victorian Government recognises the
cultural and historical significance of the
swastika for the Buddhist, Hindu, Jain, and
other faith communities as an ancient and
sacred symbol of peace and good fortune.
The Government will deliver a community
education campaign to:

*raise awareness of the origins of the religious
and cultural swastika

erecognise its importance to the Buddhist,
Hindu and Jain communities, and

eexplain its distinction from the Hakenkreuz.

Photo Courtesy of OPIndia . https.//www.opindia.com/2022/05/australias-victoria-state-to-ban-nazi-

hakenkreuz-will-allow-hindu-swastika/


https://www.vic.gov.au/fact-sheet-nazi-symbol-prohibition#4-is-the-public-display-of-the-religious-and-cultural-swastika-banned
https://www.vic.gov.au/fact-sheet-nazi-symbol-prohibition#4-is-the-public-display-of-the-religious-and-cultural-swastika-banned

FINAL THOUGHTS



CONTEXT MATTERS!

Sacred Symbols

* Can you distinguish between the sacred Christian
cross versus the hateful burning cross!?

* If so,then one can be trained to properly distinguish
between the Nazi Hakenkreuz (hooked cross) and
the sacred Swastika to ensure the rights and sacred
practices of minority cultures are protected




KEY TAKEAWAYS FORTHE COMMUNITY

*  Words and context matter. Let’s be disciplined and insist on the correct usage

*  The symbol we know as Swastika has been widely used globally thru history and today, under
different terms

* Hitler used the term Hakenkreuz (hooked cross). He never used the term Swastika. If you wish to
tackle hate, tackle the term he and the Nazis used

* A plethora of scholarship exists to show Hitler and the Nazis drew from their Christian heritage and
its long history of antisemitism

* Just like people distinguish between the sacred cross and the burning cross, they need to distinguish
between Swastika and the Hakenkreuz

Using Swastika to describe Hitler’s symbol and current day hate, advances Hinduphobia



KEY RESOURCES FORTHE COMMUNITY

 Main Website for Resources on Swastika - www.cohna.org/swastika

 |nformation Booklet on Swastika — https://cohna.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Swastika-
Booklet Web-Quality Final.pdf

* Article - Wrrongfully Accused: The Swastika is not Hitler’s Hakenkreuz -
https://cohna.org/swastika-is-not-hakenkreuz/

* Academic Paper by Jewish Holocaust Studies Researcher - Jeff Kelman: The Hakenkreuz,
Swastika, and the Christian Cross, MA Thesis, Gratz College, Spring 2021

* Dr. Daniel Rancour-Laferriere: The Sign of the Cross: From Golgotha to Genocide.
2017, Routledge

* Dr.TK. Nakagaki: The Buddhist Swastika and Hitler’s Cross: Rescuing a Symbol of
Peace from the Forces of Hate. 2018, Stone Bridge Press

Q’ ’g CoHNA w|oc)| §

Coalition of Hindus of North America . .
@cohnaofficial

A 501 (c)(3) Organization. Established in 2020


http://www.cohna.org/swastika
https://cohna.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Swastika-Booklet_Web-Quality_Final.pdf
https://cohna.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Swastika-Booklet_Web-Quality_Final.pdf
https://cohna.org/swastika-is-not-hakenkreuz/
https://cohna.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kelman-J.-MAHGS-Thesis.pdf
https://cohna.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kelman-J.-MAHGS-Thesis.pdf
https://books.google.com/books?id=Uqw0DwAAQBAJ&pg=PT163&lpg=PT163&dq=abbot+theodorich+von+hagen+hakenkreuz&source=bl&ots=6KOeZ7B5dA&sig=ACfU3U3H5S4GhOssjAc0iSe42hUrkx8lBw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi3uY_IzN3qAhUBoHIEHeexDNYQ6AEwBHoECAgQAQ#v=onepage&q=abbot%20theodorich%20von%20hagen%20hakenkreuz&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=qqNoDwAAQBAJ&dq=swastikas+on+ancient+synagogues&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://books.google.com/books?id=qqNoDwAAQBAJ&dq=swastikas+on+ancient+synagogues&source=gbs_navlinks_s
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