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Krishna bound by love 
 
Once upon a time, seeing that her maidservant was engaged in different household duties, mother 
Yashoda personally took charge of churning butter. And while she churned butter, she sang the 
childhood pastimes of Krishna and enjoyed thinking of her son. 
 
Baby Krishna felt hungry and demanded that mother Yashoda feed him and churn butter later.  Mother 
Yashoda took baby Krishna and started to feed him.  Just to stop the milk from spilling, mother Yashoda 
at once put Krishna aside and went to the oven.  Left in that state by His mother, Krishna became very 
angry.  Taking up a piece of stone, He immediately broke the butter pot. He took butter out of it and 
began to eat the butter in a secluded place. 
 
In the meantime, mother Yashoda returned to the churning place after setting the overflowing milk pan 
in order. She saw the broken pot in which the churning yogurt was kept. Since she could not find her 
boy, she concluded that the broken pot was His work. She began to smile as she thought, "The child is 
very clever. After breaking the pot He has left this place, fearing punishment." After she sought all over, 
she found a big wooden grinding mortar which was kept upside down, and she found her son sitting on 
it. He was taking butter which was hanging from the ceiling on a swing, and He was feeding it to the 
monkeys. She saw Krishna looking this way and that way in fear of her because He was conscious of His 
naughty behavior. After seeing her son so engaged, she very silently approached Him from behind. 
Krishna, however, quickly saw her coming at Him with a stick in her hand, and immediately He got down 
from the grinding mortar and began to flee in fear. Mother Yashoda chased Him to all corners.  In order 
to punish Him, she thought to bind His hands with some ropes. 
 
But when she tried to bind Him, she found that the rope she was using was too short--by two inches. 
She gathered more ropes from the house and added to it, but at the end she found the same shortage. 
In this way, she connected all the ropes available at home, but when the final knot was added, she saw 
that it was still two inches too short. Mother Yashoda was smiling, but she was astonished. How was it 
happening? 
 
In attempting to bind her son, she became tired.  Lord Krishna, seeing His mother working hard, agreed 
to be bound up by the ropes.  After binding her son, mother Yashoda engaged herself in household 
affairs. At that time, bound up to the wooden mortar, Krishna could see a pair of trees before Him which 
were known as arjuna trees.  Lord Sri Krishna, thus thought to Himself, "Mother Yashoda first of all left 
without feeding Me sufficient milk, and therefore I broke the pot of yogurt and distributed the stock 
butter in charity to the monkeys. Now she has bound Me up to a wooden mortar. So I shall do 
something more mischievous than before." And thus He thought of pulling down the two very tall arjuna 
trees.  The arjuna trees, in their previous lives, were born as the human sons of Kubera and their names 
were Nalakuvara and Manigriva.  Kubera is the treasurer of the demigods.  His sons had been cursed to 
remain for one hundred years in the form of trees and if they were fortunate to be able to see Krishna, 
they would be liberated back to the life of demigods.  Krishna recognized the trees to be the demigods. 
 
Baby Krishna, bound by the wooden mortar, began to proceed towards the twin trees and went through 
the passage between them.  Although He was able to pass through the passage, the large wooden 
mortar stuck horizontally between the trees.  Taking advantage of this, Lord Krishna began to pull the 
rope which was tied to the mortar. As soon as He pulled, with great strength, the two trees, with all 
branches and limbs, fell down immediately with a great sound. Out of the broken, fallen trees came two 
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great personalities, shining like blazing fire. All sides became illuminated and beautiful by their presence. 
The two purified bodies immediately came before child Krishna and bowed down to offer their respects 
and prayers.  After this, the demigods bowed down before Him again and then left.  Baby Krishna 
remained bound up with ropes to the grinding mortar. 
 
When the twin arjuna trees fell to the ground, making a sound like the falling of thunderbolts, all the 
inhabitants of Gokula, including Nanda Maharaja, immediately came to the spot. They were very much 
astonished to see how the two great trees had suddenly fallen. Because they could find no reason for 
their falling down, they were puzzled.  When they saw child Krishna bound up to the wooden mortar by 
the ropes of Yashoda, they began to think that it must have been caused by some demon.  Otherwise, 
how was it possible? At the same time, they were very much perturbed because such uncommon 
incidents were always happening to the child Krishna. While the elderly cowherd men were thus 
contemplating, the small children who were playing there informed the men that the trees fell due to 
Krishna's pulling the wooden mortar with the ropes to which He was bound. "Krishna came in between 
the two trees," they explained, "and the wooden mortar was topsy-turvied and stuck in between the 
trees.  Krishna began to pull the rope, and the trees fell down. When the trees fell down, two very 
dazzling men came out of the trees, and they began to talk to Krishna."  Most of the cowherd men did 
not believe the statement of the children. They could not believe that such things were at all possible. 
Some of them, however, believed them and told Nanda Maharaja, "Your child is different from all other 
children. He just might have done it." Nanda Maharaja began to smile, hearing about the extraordinary 
abilities of his son. He came forward and untied the knot just to free his wonderful child. After being 
freed by Nanda Maharaja, Krishna was taken onto the laps of the elderly gopis. They took Him away to 
the courtyard of the house and began to clap, praising His wonderful activities. Krishna began to clap 
along with them, just like an ordinary child. 


